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a trader is not supposed to sell any 
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seem to have been violating the Act.
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UNSEEN UNDEKHA

EXPIRED PRODUCTS 
FLOOD CITY MARKETS

M M Farooqui 
Hyderabad

ARE the products you buy 
fresh to consume? Do you 
know that there are illegal 
practices happening in the of 
altering expiry dates pf prod-
ucts? The practice of selling 
food products, consumable 
goods and other daily-use 
products with altered expiry 
dates remains unchecked in 
the city. With no proper vigil 
by the officials on illegal ac-
tivities, expired goods are 
hitting the markets across 
the city. From chocolates to 
bread, soaps to shampoos 
and other packed products 
with altered expiry dates are 
on high sale.

Imagine walking into your 
local grocery store and pur-
chasing a product which is 
expired, but you are unaware 
that the as the date-label on 
the product is altered. The 
fast-moving consumer goods 
supplied with altered expiry 
dates are resold in shops and 
supermarkets in the city. 

These products pose 
health hazards to consum-
ers as many innocent people, 
particularly those living in 
the slums and the customers 
of supermarkets get cheated 
from the traders in the guise 
of attractive discounts and 
offers. It is beyond them to 
identify such products.

M Subbarao, a consumer 
at a grocery store at L B Na-
gar reacted that many people 
are unaware of such activities 
like altering labels of a prod-
uct which is expired. The 
product which is expired and 
altered can lead to various 
health issues.At times it may 
threaten the lives of an indi-

vidual especially children. 
“The customers are una-

ware about the altering of a 
products’ label. Since the ex-
piry date of the product is al-
tered, the consumers do not 
exactly know onto when did 
the product expire, it could 
be a year earlier or may be 
more than that which may 
lead to unforeseen conse-
quences. In such cases the 
suppliers to traders and also 
the officials are responsible 
for the quality of the product 
sold.”

Despite of several raids by 
authorities on food adultera-
tion units and other illegal 
warehouses, the activity con-
tinues unabatedly. Markets 
have unearthed all kinds of 
food products, ranging from 

children sweets to daily use 
products. Almost all the 
packed products are recycled 
by re-label and are sold in the 
markets. 

Few altered products that 
can cause major health haz-
ards are chips, lollipops, 
biscuits, chocolates, diapers, 
body sprays, soaps, hand 
wash, hand sanitisers and 
several others.

On Tuesday, the Hy-
derabad police special op-
eration team (SOT) raided 
a warehouse in Boduppal 
and over 300 various prod-
ucts which expired in 2018 
to 2022 were being recycled 
by pasting stickers with new 
expiry dates and were being 
released in the market. The 
police seized about Rs 10 

lakh worth products. 
According to the officials, 

the rise of adulterated goods 
and other phony products 
sold, and the altered label 
has largely gone unnoticed 
by many shoppers. But mak-
ing no mistake, the problem 
is extensive. Most people do 
not realize this and purchase 
it. 

“We carry out surprise 
checks in shops, markets and 
supermarkets and verify the 
product with all supposed 
angles. 

We find adulterated prod-
ucts, low-quality poetical, 
but it is not easy to find the 
tampering of expiry dates. 

It is possible only after lab 
testing,” said a GHMC of-
ficial.
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According to the Sec-
tion 27 III (B) of Food 
Safety and Standards 
Act 2006, a trader 
is not supposed to 
sell any consumable 
product after its expiry 
date. But, many trad-
ers in the city seem 
to have been violating 
the Act.
As per the rules 
of Packaged Com-
modities (Regulation) 
Order, sale of pack-
aged products without 
details such as date 
of manufacturing, 
maximum retail price, 
producer’s name and 
address shall have to 
be banned from sale.
An officer said, “Dur-
ing the raids the 
seized material which 
was recovered from 
them is stored and 
following the case, 
the unsafe products 
will be destroyed. 
Moreover, criminval 
cases will be booked 
against the traders 
and people involved 
in illegal activities 
inducing the alteration 
of packed products. 
The accused may face 
Rs 2 lakh fine and at 
least 6 months impris-
onment,” said a senior 
officer at GHMC.  
It is said that such 
products are resold in 
area grocery stores, 
mostly in slums and 
high densely popu-
lated areas where the 
fast moving of prod-
ucts is observed. This 
poses a health hazard 
to consumers.

A WHIFF OF GOD’S OWN COUNTRY CULTURE

Artistes from Kerala donning 
distinctive costumes showcase 
their State’s traditional dances 
at a show promoted by Kerala 

Tourism in Hyderabad 
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Travel agent, 2 others 

held for smuggling 

gold from Dubai
HYDERABAD: THE Ra-
jendranagar Special Opera-
tions Team (SOT) busted a 
gold-smuggling racket on 
Wednesday and seized six 
gold biscuits weighing 700 
grams from three persons. 
They were arrested. Teams of 
the Cyberabad police, along 
with the Customs officials, 
apprehended Syed Moiz Pa-
sha, Sameer Khan and Mohd 
Arshad for smuggling gold 
biscuits from Dubai.

According to the police, 
Pasha, a travel agent of Quad-
ri Chaman, Falaknuma, ap-
proaches locals baiting them 
with tourist visas to Dubai to 
import gold illegally to evade 
customs duty. The SOT of-
ficials apprehended Pasha 
while he was trying to sell il-
legally imported gold biscuits 
at Vattepally, Mailardevpally.

On enquiry, he revealed to 
the police that he sent Khan 
to Dubai on a tourist visa in 
the second week of February. 
Khan returned to India with 
the six gold biscuits. He re-
vealed that he had smuggled 
gold 4-5 times and sold it to 
Arshad, S/o Mohd Masood 
of Masood Jewellery. The 
Cyberabad police arrested 
the three and seized six gold 
biscuits and 13 passports. 
The officials handed over the 
gold to the Additional Com-
missioner, Customs, GST 
Bhavan, Hyderabad for fur-
ther investigation.

Hans News Service 
Hyderabad

TWO workers of the Aurore 
Pharmaceuticals Pvt Lim-
ited located in Jeedimetla 

Industrial area died due 
to a chemical reactor 
explosion on Wednesday. 
It is suspected that the 
explosion occurred due 
to excess pressure being 
built in the reactor used to 
manufacture drugs. Due 
to the impact, a portion 
of the roof and wall was 
damaged.

The victims were Ravin-
der Reddy (25) and Kumar 
(24), both residents of 
Shapur Nagar and Jeed-

imetla.
Ravinder Reddy and Ku-

mar suffered serious burns, 
and the co-workers were im-
mediately rushed to their res-
cue. However, both died on 
the spot and the bodies were 
shifted to Gandhi Hospital 
morgue for autopsy.

According to the police, 
the explosion took place at 
around 12pm when there 
were around 30 workers 
in the company and five of 
them were working in the re-
actor section of the chemical 
laboratory. 

The company authorities 
alerted the Fire department 
and police, who reached the 
spot and dozed the fire. Few 
other workers who suffered 
bruises and suffocation were 
given first-aid.

The Jeedimetla police 
booked a case for negligence 
causing death against the 
management of the com-
pany and the investigation is 
on. “We suspect that excess 
pressure was built up in the 
reactor. More details will be 
known after further investi-
gation,” said the police.

 It is suspected that the 
explosion occurred due 
to excess pressure being 
built in the reactor used 
to manufacture drugs

Two workers die in 
chemical reactor blast

Govt hikes diet charges of 
social welfare residential 

schools in State
Hans News Service 

Hyderabad

THE students of Social Wel-
fare Residential Schools in 
the State will finally have an 
improved and balanced nu-
tritious diet. On Wednesday, 
the State government has 
hiked diet charges by over 
25 per cent. The Telangana 
government has significantly 
increased the diet charges 
of welfare hostels and the 
government allocation will 
increase by an additional Rs 
275 crore every month.

A total of 3,302 crores of 
additional funds will be spent 
every year. In this regard, a 
meeting was held at Marri 
Chenna Reddy Human Re-
source Centre in Hyderabad 
under the chairmanship of 
Finance Minister Harish Rao, 
BC Welfare Minister Gangula 
Kamalakar, Women & Child 
Welfare and ST Welfare Min-
ister Satyavati Rathore with 
the chief secretaries of all 
welfare departments.

During the meeting, deci-
sion has been taken to pro-
pose hike in diet charges 
in line with existing prices, 
after previous hikes in 2012 
and 2017, the current price 
hike has been implemented. 
Along with 8,59, 959 stu-
dents of SC, ST, Minority and 
BC welfare hostels across the 
state, the government is also 
going to provide full nutri-
tion to the hostel students 
of model schools, Kasturiba 
Vidyalayas and Sadaran Gu-
rukuls.  The government 
of Telangana provides the 

highest diet charges unlike 
any other State in the coun-
try like Maharashtra, Uttar 
Pradesh, Karnataka etc.

Every month from class 
3rd - class  7th Rs  950 to Rs 
1200, for class 8  to 10 class 
Rs 1100 to Rs 1400, Inter to 
PG Rs 1500 to Rs 1875  has 
been decided to spend on 
diet charges. In addition to 
these, 14,514 metric tonnes 
of fortified rice will be pro-
vided at a rate of 15 kg per 
student every month at a cost 
of Rs 47 crore, stated Finance 
Minister Harish Rao

Meanwhile, the Telangana 
government has to allocate 
huge additional funds every 
year in view of the significant 
increase in the diet charges 
of welfare hostels. Every 
month Rs 1053.84 crore are 
spent on diet charges alone 
and Rs  12,646.08 crore an-
nually. However, according 
to the current increased diet 
charges, the government will 
have to spend an additional 
amount of Rs.275 crores 
every month, and a total of 
Rs.3302 crores annually, he 
added.

Even in 2017, diet charges 
were increased and once 
again in 2023 the govern-
ment has taken a decision 
to increase the diet charges. 
Faineance Minister directed 
officials to look into the pos-
sibility of merging hostels 
with less than ten hostels in 
nearby welfare Gurukulas 
run by the same department 
with the aim of providing 
them with better accommo-
dation.

Man dies of cardiac 
arrest while playing 

badminton
Hyderabad

IN yet another incident, an-
other 38-year-old man died 
after a cardiac arrest, while 
playing badminton at Profes-
sor Jayashankar Indoor Sta-
dium in Lalapet on Tuesday. 
The person was identified as 
Parmesh Yadav, a private em-
ployee. According to police, 
Parmesh used to regularly play 
cricket and badminton after 
returning from office. While 
he was playing badminton in 
the indoor stadium with some 
friendshe complained of chest 
pain and collapsed.


