
NEW research from Oxford Econom-
ics found Airbnb is an important pil-
lar of  India’s tourism industry, con-
tributing over USD 920 million (`72 
billion) to Gross Domestic Product 
and supporting over 85,000 Indian 
jobs in 2022 alone.

The GDP contribution and jobs 
supported in India has more than 
doubled since 2019 despite the Cov-
id-19 outbreak and international 
border restrictions.

The report also highlighted the 
powerful multiplier effect Airbnb 
guest spending has within local 
communities. In 2022, Airbnb guests 
spent a total of  USD 815 million (`64 

billion) in India in areas like pur-
chases on transportation, restau-
rants, and retail stores. The guests 
spent in 2022 more than doubled the 
2019 levels.

In India, Airbnb’s presence was 
the highest in Goa, where its guests’ 
spending amounted to almost USD 
190 million (`14.8 billion), this was 
followed by Bengaluru and Delhi, 
Mumbai and Manali.

It details the significant contribu-
tion made by Airbnb guests to do-
mestic tourism across the nation. 

In 2022, domestic Airbnb guest 
spending totalled USD 670 million 
(`52.6 billion), and accounted for 
approximately 82 per cent of  to-
tal Airbnb guest spend in India,  
around a three-fold increase from 
2019. Agency
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ANIFESTING a quick mountain 
getaway to a lesser-known desti-
nation? You have come to the right 
place. Once-upon-a-time quiet hill 
towns — Dharamshala and 
McLeodganj found their place in 
the spotlight in the early 1960s 

when they became the temporary sanctuary 
for the 14th Dalai Lama, Tenzin Gyatso. This 
marked the beginning of  their 
journey to international fame as 
tourist destinations but to this 
day, these hilly towns remain 
in the shadow of  the popular 
Shimla and Manali. Why are 
D h a r a m s h a l a  a n d 
McLeodganj visit-worthy 
becomes apparent when 
you step into the serene 
embrace of  the mighty 
Himalayas. This is your 
guide to a two-day getaway 
that lets you delve into cul-
ture, food and the raw beauty of  
the Himalayan heartland, all in 
one captivating weekend.

For those travelling from afar, take 
the first half  of  your Saturday to rejuvenate 
yourself  from the draining journey before 
commencing your roaming at late noon with 
a visit to the Norbulingka Institute. Trust 
us, it’s not just a monastery but a treasure 
trove of  timeless Tibetan traditions. Here, 
you can immerse yourself  in Tibetan artist-
ry, from authentic crafts to an enthralling 
doll museum. The library echoes Buddhist 
wisdom with ancient teachings and the insti-
tute even has its own café, guest house and 
gift shop.

As the day unfolds, enjoy a leisurely stroll 
through the lush tea gardens where you can 
also learn the art of  tea cultivation, delight 
your palate with unique ice cream flavours 
like matcha green tea or savour a steaming 
cup of  chai amidst nature’s tranquillity. As 

the sun dips, make your way to 
the picturesque cricket stadium 

set against the stunning back-
drop of  the snow-capped 

Dhauladhar range that 
is set to host five World 

Cup matches and bid 
the golden hour adieu. 
Before you call it a day, 

make a delightful stop 
at Nivi’s Bakehouse, the 

perfect destination for 
sweet treats to round off  

your adventure.
Sunday, or the Funday as 

Gen Z likes to call it can be-
gin with a 10-minute cable car 

ride to McLeodganj offering panoramic 
vistas of  the majestic Himalayas. Adrena-
line junkies can head towards Bhagsu Nag 
Temple, which is sure to surprise you with 
its swimming pool filled with fresh glacier 
water right next to the shrine. Nearby is the 
renowned Bhagsu waterfall where activi-
ties like zip-lining and sky cycling occur. Al-
though, it’s quite the climb, the view from 
the summit is worth every bead of  perspi-
ration, additionally, reward yourself  with 
sweeping views and a delectable meal at Shi-
va Café. The bustling McLeodganj Market 

isn’t just a treasure trove of  Tibetan handi-
crafts, clothing and souvenirs but also offers 
local dishes like thukpa and laphing at 
Tibet Kitchen, a restaurant favoured 
by Bollywood celebrities.

Before you head back, make 
quick pit stops at the Kangra Fort 
(dating back to the 4th century 
BC), which is an enchanting place 
to explore well-preserved ruins, an-
cient temples and colossal gateways; 
and Masroor Temple, which is known as 
the Himalayan Pyramid. This hidden gem is 

8th-century sandstone rock-cut architecture, 
all carved from a single stone. The temple 

complex boasts a cluster of  15 temples, 
each adorned with intricate sculp-

tures and exquisite detailing. If  you 
have another day to spare then do 
visit the Tea Capital of  North In-
dia, Palampur, which is just 34 km 
away.

For those in search of  opulence, 
longer stays and slow trips that cover 

every nook and cranny of  these towns, 
we recommend checking into Storii By ITC 

Hotels Amoha Retreat that promises a luxu-
rious experience nestled around a magnifi-
cent 100-year-old banyan tree and within the 
embrace of  the Dhauladhar hills offering a 
range of  local fares, food trails, treks, river 
walks and rooms with breathtaking views 
of  the sunset.

Nearest railhead: Pathankot Railway 
Station. Nearest airport: Kangra Airport. 

By road, Dharamshala is 
four-and-a-half  hours from Amritsar,  

five-and-a-half  hours from Chandigarh; 
and nine-and-a-half  hours from Delhi.
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The Israel-Hamas conflict has come as 
a blow to India’s travel sector, which is 
already suffering due to the suspension 
of visa services for Canadians

The National Highways Authority of India 
will build a 86 km expressway connecting 
the Trans-Haryana Expressway to the 
Delhi-Mumbai Expressway

HILL HOPPING
Learning from our recent array of long weekends,  

we chart out a beginner’s guide for a quick getaway to 
Dharamshala and McLeodganj…

Storii by ITC Hotels Amoha Retreat

Masroor Temple

Gyuto Monastery Kangra Fort

Bhagsunag Waterfall

Himachal Pradesh Cricket 
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Storii 
By ITC Hotels, 

Amoha Retreat 
Dharamshala:  

Rs 17,000 
onwards.

Association Stadium, Dharamshala

A new research states Airbnb contrib-
utes over `72 bn to the country’s GDP

Airbnb & the effects it has on tourism

Airbnb’s presence was the highest in Goa, 
where its guests’ spending amounted to 
almost USD 190 million

TRAVEL  DIARY

INDIA-SRI LANKA FERRY SERVICE SETS 
SAIL AGAIN AFTER A 12-YEAR HIATUS

RAJASTHAN’S VALLEY QUEEN HERITAGE 
TRAIN STARTS OPERATION

The passenger ferry service linking India and Sri Lanka has 
commenced operations recently, marking a significant 

milestone. This move comes 12 years after the initial proposal 
and the signing of a memorandum of understanding (MoU) 

between the two nations. With a travel time of three hours, the 
ferry service connects Nagapattinam in Tamil Nadu, India, with 
Kankesanthurai in Jaffna, Sri Lanka. The Shipping Corporation 

of India (SCI) will oversee operations, while the vessel 
designated for this ferry service has been named Cheriyapani.

Rajasthan’s exclusive Valley Queen Heritage Train service has 
commenced operations recently between Marwar Junction and 
Khamlighat via Phulad and Goram Ghat railway stations. This 
heritage train resembles a 150-year-old steam engine-powered 
coach (it actually makes use of a diesel engine) and will run 
four days a week. It has a 60-seat Vistadome AC coach and the 
tickets are priced at `2,000 per person. Only the sixth of its 
kind in the country, the Valley Queen Heritage Train, will pass 
through two, nearly century-old tunnels, and 172 bridges.

IMPORTANT TERMS & CONDITIONS:
1. The intending bidders should be present in person for the Auction and participate personally and give a declaration in writing to the effect that he/she is bidding for 

himself/herself. 
2. The intending bidders may obtain the Tender Forms from P Geethavani Advocates, 2nd Floor, Brahmareddy Buildings, Opp. State Bank of India, Achari Street, 

Nellore – 524001.
3. The intending bidders should submit their bids only in the tender form prescribed in sealed envelopes addressed to the Authorised Officer, M/s. Karvy Financial 

Services Limited, together with a Pay Order/Demand Draft for an EMD of 10% of the Reserve Price, drawn in favour of “Karvy Financial Service Limited” on 
or before 27-10-2023 by 6p.m of Tender-cum-Auction sale hereby notified. The Demand Draft will be returned to unsuccessful bidders

4. For document verifications, intending purchaser may visit: P Geethavani Advocates, 2nd Floor, Brahmareddy Buildings, Opp. State Bank of India, Achari 
Street, Nellore – 524001.

5. The Property/ies is sold on “AS-IS-WHERE-IS” AND “AS-IS-WHAT-IS” AND “WHATEVER THERE IS BASIS” basis.
6. The Sealed Tenders will be opened in the presence of the intending bidders by 3p.m on 28-10-2023 of Tender-cum-auction Sale hereby notified. Though in 

general the same will be by way of closed tenders, the Authorized Officer may, at his sole discretion, conduct  an open Auction among the interested bidders who 
desire to Quote a bid higher than the one received in the closed tender process, and in such an event, the sale shall be conferred on the person making highest bid. 
The sale, however, is subject to confirmation of M/s. Karvy Financial Services Limited.

7. The successful bidder shall have to pay/ deposit twenty five per cent (25%) (inclusive of EMD paid) of the sale amount immediately on the same day or not later 
than next working day on completion of sale and the balance amount of seventy five per cent (75%) within 15 days from the date of confirmation of Sale, failing 
which the initial deposit of 25% shall be forfeited. At any cost it shall not be refunded. The property shall forthwith be put up again and resold, after the issue of 
fresh proclamation of sale.

8. The Sale Certificate will be issued by the Authorized Officer in favor of the successful purchaser only after receipt of the entire Sale consideration within the time 
limit stipulated herein.

9. The Successful purchaser shall bear the charges/fees payable for conveyance, such as stamp duty, Registration Fee etc., as applicable under law.
10. The Successful bidder should pay the statutory dues (lawful house tax, Electricity Charges and other Dues), TDS, GST if any, due to Government, Government 

undertaking and Local bodies.
11. The Authorized Officer has absolute right to accept or reject Tender or Bid any or all the offers and adjourn/postpone/cancel the Auction without assigning any reason 

thereof and also modify any terms and conditions of the sale without assigning any reason thereof and also to modify any terms and conditions of the sale without 
any prior notice.

                                   Sd/-
Place: Nellore                                                                                                                                     Authorized Officer      
Date : 12th Oct, 2023                                                                                                            KARVY FINANCIAL SERVICES LIMITED

PUBLIC NOTICE FOR E- AUCTION CUM SALE
SALE NOTICE THROUGH E- AUCTION (ONLINE AUCTION) UNDER SARFAESI ACT, 2002 CUM NOTICE TO SALE TO BORROWERS/GUARANTORS, RULE 8(6) UNDER 
SECURITY INTEREST (ENFORCEMENT) RULES,2002.\
In exercise of powers conferred under Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 and Security Interest 
(Enforcement) Rules, 2002 and pursuant to the possession of the secured assets of the borrower(s)/ mortgagors mentioned hereunder, the public and all concerned 
including the concerned borrowers/mortgagors, their legal heirs/ representatives, as the case may be are hereby informed that offers are invited by the Karvy Financial 
Services Ltd for purchase of the properties listed below.
Whereas the authorized officer of the Karvy Financial Services Ltd has decided to sell the property described herein below on “AS IS WHERE IS BASIS” AND “AS IS WHAT 
IT IS BASIS” AND “WHATEVER THERE IS BASIS” under rules 8 & 9 of the said Act, through public auction.

Name Of Borrower Auction 
Date

Demand 
Notice Date 
and Amount

Description of the
Immovable property

Reserve
Price (RP)

Earnest Money 
Deposit (EMD) 
(10% of RP)

Total Loan 
Outstanding (As 

on 3rd Oct 2023 )

1. Loan Code No. 504489
Borrower & Co-Borrowers
1.Gangavaram Ramaniah
2.Mrs.Gangavaram 
Lakshma Kanthamma. 

28-Oct-23 3rd March 
2021 &

Rs.
44,99,337/-

All That Piece And Parcel Of Immovable Property Being 
Survey No 2136, 2137, 2138, Plot No S 795 & 807, 
Ward No.2, Near Dno. 53-62, D No . 02-567, Rajaram 
Reddy Nagar, 5Th Main Road, Nellore Bit – 1, Kothur 
, Nellore – 524004, The Subject Property Consists 
Of Ground Floor With Rcc & First Floor With Acc 
Residential Building

Rs. 1620000/- 
(Rupees 
Sixteen 

Lakhs Twenty 
Thousand 

Only)

Rs. 162000/- 
(Rupees One 

Lakhs Sixty Two 
Thousand Only)

Rs. 6393657/- 
(Rupees Sixty 
Three Lakhs 
Ninety Three 
Thousand Six 

Hundred and Fifty 
Seven Only)

1. Loan Code No. 515345
Borrower & Co-Borrowers
1.Bandi Srinivasulu 
2.Mrs. Yanamala Uma 
Maheshwari
3.Mrs. Bandi Ramanamma

28-Oct-23 26th Feb 
2021 &

Rs.
22,71,970/-

All That Piece And Parcel S.P.S.R Nellore District- 
Gudur Registration District- Gudur Sub Registration 
-Gudurmandal-Gudur Municipality-East Gudur- Sy.No. 
1760/2-8 W.No.15-Varada Nagar-old D.No 333-8- New 
D.No.15/28-420 - Asst.No.1029001515 R.C.C House 
G.F 7 and site is bounded With the boundaries 11 anks 
30 Sq.ft or 91 .33 Sq.yards site therein- ‘in an extent 
of 575 RCC House - doors and doorways-windows 
Almaras-HSC No. 311130100927- Municipal Tap 
enqress and eqress with all easementary rights.

Rs. 1395000/- 
(Rupees 
Thirteen 

Lakhs Ninety 
Five Thousand 

Only)

Rs. 139500/- 
(Rupees One 
Lakhs Thirty 

Nine Thousand 
Five Hundred 

Only)

Rs. 3479203/- 
(Rupees Thirty 

Four Lakhs 
Seventy Nine 

Thousand Two 
Hundred and 
Three Only)
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