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Karnataka Chief Minister Siddaramaiah challenged 
the union government on what funds are rightfully 
due to the state and said he would retire from 
politics if what he said is proven to be false

SIDDU’S  
REMARKS

Former bank 
employee, 2 
others nabbed 
for `1 cr fraud
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Bhubaneswar

THE Crime Branch of  Odisha 
Police on Sunday arrested three 
persons including former wom-
an employee of  ICICI Bank 
Swagatika Swain (28), for their 
alleged involvement in a fraud 
of  `1.04 crore. 

The other two accused are 
Swain’s husband Manoj Kumar 
Sahoo and the then ICICI Bank 
Dhenkanal branch deputy man-
ager Prasant Kumar Sahoo.

Swain with the help of  her 
husband mostly targetted eld-
erly people, not tech-savvy and 
unaware of  online banking. 
Swain collected her customers’ 
personal details. As she had ac-
cess to banking system, she 
changed the registered mobile 
phone numbers of  around a 
dozen customers without their
knowledge. The accused took 
advantage of  Covid-19 lock-
down and carried  out fraudu-
lent transactions between Feb-
ruary 1, 2021 and June 30, 2022. 

As per an internal probe car-
ried out by ICICI Bank, transac-
tions were carried out in the 
form of unauthorised over-
drafts against fixed deposits, 
pre-closure of  fixed deposits, 
fake investments in mutual 
funds and misappropriation of  
premium amounts related to 
ICICI Prudential life insurance 
policies. 

So far, 11 customers have 
been defrauded and the bank 
had suo-motu reimbursed their 
money amounting to `87.54 
lakh. The Crime Branch hopes 
to receive several more com-
plaints against the accused in 
the coming days.

K’taka man 
killed in wild 
elephant attack
MADIKERI: A man was killed 
and another injured in two wild 
elephant attacks reported in 
Kodagu. Jagadish aka Kan-
tharaju (51), a farmer from 
Shanivarsanthe of  Somwarpet 
taluk, is the victim who was 
killed in the attack.

On Sunday morning, Kan-
tharaju was riding on his scoot-
er towards the farmland at Ho-
s a g u t h i  v i l l a g e  n e a r 
Shanivarasanthe. The weather 
was foggy around 7 am and 
sources confirmed that a wild 
elephant ambushed Kanthara-
ju on the main road of  the vil-
lage. While Kanatharaju tried 
to flee from the spot after leav-
ing his vehicle, he could not es-
cape as the area other than for 
the road was all fenced. The el-
ephant trampled him to death. 
Kantharaju’s throat was slit 
open by the tusks of  the ele-
phant.  Madikeri DCF Bhaskar 
visited the spot and confirmed 
that the capture mission of  the 
conflict elephant will begin 
shortly. The victim is survived 
by two daughters and a wife. A 
compensation of  Rs 15 lakh has 
been handed over to wife Leela-
vathi, as confirmed by the 
DCF.

DEHYDRATION

Heatwave: Over 20 kids 
in Ballari hospitalised
K I R A N  B A L A N N A N A V A R  @ Ballari

INTENSE heatwave conditions 
have led to over 20 children be-
low 10 years of  age being admit-
ted to hospitals in Ballari dis-
trict in the last two days. Ballari 
district has been experiencing 
temperatures of  over 40 de-
grees Celsius for the last one 
week. The India Meteorological 
Department (IMD) has warned 
that the maximum tem-
perature could touch 45 
degrees Celsius this 
year. 

Last week, it had is-
sued a heatwave alert 
across North Karnata-
ka, including Ballari dis-
trict, which is experiencing 
intense heat because of  
drought. The admitted children 
are found to be suffering from 
dehydration, fever and vomit-
ing. The Ballari district admin-
istration has issued a set of  
guidelines, requesting citizens, 
especially children and the eld-
erly, not to come out in direct 
sunlight without protection 
from 1 pm to 4 pm. District 
Health Officer Dr Ramesh Babu 

Y said because of  the high tem-
perature, the children have 
been admitted to district and 
private hospitals. He advised 
citizens, “Children, Pregnant 
women, elderly who are over 65 
years old and those suffering 
from health issues should not 
come out from 1 pm to 4 pm, ex-
cept for an emergency. 

If  you have to come out, car-
ry an umbrella or wear a hat. 

Drink more water, con-
sume tender coconut wa-
ter and eat seasonal 
fruits like watermelon. 
Avoid alcohol and oily 
foods. Children suffer-

ing from dehydration , 
vomiting, headache and 

other symptoms should imme-
diately visit the hospital.” An-
other senior health official said 
separate beds have been re-
served at each government hos-
pital to treat summer-related 
health issues in the district. 
Oral rehydration solution 
(ORS), intravenous fluids (IV 
fluids) and all necessary medi-
cines have been storcked at gov-
ernment hospitals in the dis-
trict, he added.

‘Ambulance delayed, transported 
injured to hospital in mini lorries’
C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1

BALAMURUGAN and Antho-
ny died on the way to the hospi-
tal while Kamal and Rajesh 
Kannan passed away later in 
the day without responding to 
treatment. Srinivasan (48) 
and Gunasekaran (52) 
are undergoing treat-
ment and Jaishankar 
was discharged with 
minor injuries.  

Residents, who had 
aided in rescue efforts, al-
leged that the ambulance did 
not arrive despite multiple 
calls, forcing them to transport 
the injured to the hospital in 
mini-lorries. They also raised 
concerns about irregular in-
spections by PWD officials and 

inadequate safety measures.
A senior PWD official said a 

departmental inquiry is under-
way, with a detailed report ex-
pected to be submitted to the 
district collector on Monday. 
Police said the contractor, Mo-

han of  Velrampet, had 
been booked and an in-
vestigation is on. Dr G 
Sriramulu, director of  
Health and Family 
Services, Government 

of  Puducherry, denied 
the allegations regarding 

ambulance delay. Speaking to 
TNIE, he said that ambulances 
from Ariyankuppam, Thava-
lakuppam, and Puducherry 
were dispatched to the spot. 
However, the rescue personnel 
on-site used available vehicles 

to transport the injured to the 
hospital before the ambulances 
arrived. 

Meanwhile, Lieutenant Gov-
ernor CP Radhakrishnan vis-
ited the injured persons at the 
Indira Gandhi Government 
General Hospital and Post 
Graduation Institute and con-
soled families of  the deceased. 
“It’s a tragic incident in Pu-
ducherry. Proper permissions 
will be sought from election of-
ficers to support the affected 
families and injured persons, 
considering the model code of  
conduct. Further action will be 
based on the inquiry’s findings 
to prevent such incidents in the 
future.” He also assured that 
medical assistance will be pro-
vided to the injured workers.

IT’S A HOLI HOLIDAY 
Members of Gouda Swarastha Bhrahmin community are holding a Manjakkuli  ceremony  

at Mattancherry in Kochi on Sunday, marking the culmination of Holi  celebrations |  A SANESH

Riyas Maulavi murder: KL 
to challenge acquittals
CM failed to deliver justice for Maulavi’s family: Muslim youth league secy 

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Kozhikode

IN a deft move to blunt the op-
position’s efforts to exploit the 
resentment among Muslim 
community over the acquittal 
of  all three accused in Riyas 
Maulavi murder case, 
state government has 
instructed the law de-
partment to expedite 
the procedures to ap-
proach the High Court 
i n  a p p e a l .  T h e 
Kozhikode district 
court’s order acquit-
ting the trio has come 
at a time when CPM is 
projecting itself  as the 
protector of  Muslims and is 
vigorously  campaigning 
against the CAA in the run-up 
to the Lok Sabha elections. 

Various Muslim organisa-
tions had come out strongly 
against the acquittal. Advocate 
C Shukkur, who handled the 

case initially, told TNIE that 
the appeal in the HC will be 
filed within a few days. “UDF is 
trying to derive political mile-
age from the issue. There is no 
merit in the allegation that the 
prosecution and police joined 
hands to help the accused.” 

Shukkur said A 
Sreenivas, who su-
pervised the probe, 
was appointed the 
Kasaragod police 
chief  during the 
UDF rule. “He is 
known as an upright 
and efficient officer 
who does not bend 
to political pres-
sure,” he added. Af-

ter Ashokan’s demise, Advocate 
Shajith was appointed prosecu-
tor as suggested by Moulavi’s 
wife. “Our stand is that the 
court arrived at the conclusion 
without considering the evi-
dence presented by the prose-
cution. The only solution is to 

move the higher court,” he 
said. Meanwhile, Leader of  Op-
position V D Satheesan said 
there is no point in filing an ap-
peal after the trial court said 
there is no evidence. “We want-
ed to know whether letting off  
the RSS workers was an out-
come of  the discussions be-
tween CPM and RSS leaders at 
Thiruvananthapuram in the 
presence of  Sree M,” he said. 

Muslim Youth League state 
general secretary P K Firos 
said Chief  Minister Pinarayi 
Vijayan is responsible for fail-
ure to get justice for Maulavi’s 
family. He said it is a legitimate 
doubt whether there is any con-
nection between the LIFE Mis-
sion, SNC Lavalin and gold 
smuggling cases and the acquit-
tal of  the RSS men. CPM lead-
ers, however, defended the pros-
ecution and police.  LDF 
convener E P Jayarajan termed 
the acquittal of  the three RSS 
men shocking. 

Ex-intel chief Rao to arrive in Hyd today
S W E T H A V I M A L A  M  @ Hyderabad

FORMER SIB chief  T Prab-
hakar Rao, in the alleged phone-
tapping and extortion case, will 
arrive in Hyderabad on Mon-
day. Prabhakar was earlier re-
ported as absconding. Recently, 
he is said to have contacted 
some senior officials to say he 
was in the US for medical treat-
ment. Additionally, he had in-
formed them that he would be 
in touch with the investigating 
officer.

During the probe, Prabhakar 
has been identified as the pur-

ported mastermind 
behind the illegal 
operations and then 
using the taped con-
versations to extort 
money from politi-
c i a n s  a n d 
businesspersons.

The former intel-
ligence chief  is also 
suspected of  order-
ing former DSP D 
Praneeth Rao and other offic-
ers to conduct full surveillance 
on the then opposition leader A 
Revanth Reddy, his family 
members, followers and associ-

ates. Subsequently, 
Praneeth allegedly re-
layed all the informa-
tion gathered through 
eavesdropping back to 
him.

When the probe team 
interrogates Prab-
hakar, there is a possi-
bility that more details 
about the case will be 
revealed. Following his 

interrogation, it is also possible 
that the police might serve no-
tices to leaders of  the BRS, the 
sources said. Another bizman 
lodges plaint

Meanwhile, another busi-
nessman, Sandhya Sridhar Rao 
lodged a complaint against 
former Task Force Officer on 
Special Duty (OSD) Radha Kis-
han Rao claiming that the lat-
ter had tapped his phone and 
extorted crores of  rupees.

Following his complaint, the 
investigation team called him 
for an interrogation at the Ban-
jara Hills police station on Sun-
day. The businessman alleged 
that Additional SP Bhujanga 
Rao was also involved in threat-
ening and extorting money 
from him.

Prabhakar Rao

Riyaz

Pay bill promptly, carry on deposit to next yearOoty forest staff urge tourists to avoid spots visited by tiger
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Nilgiris

NILGIRIS forest division staff  step 
up vigil after a tiger was spotted at 
day time along the roadside in Pine 
forest on the Ooty Gudalur road. 
A tourist captured a video in which 
a tiger was resting along the roadside 
and shared it with the forest depart-
ment and on social media. 

Thereafter, the forest staff  with the 
help of  an NGO urged tourists to 
avoid approaching the spot where 
the animal was seen.

 “Pine forest is one of  the notable 
tourist spots in the Nilgiris and a 
large number of  tourists arrive here. 
We have posted five staff  and are ad-
vising tourists to avoid taking their 
children to the bushes as there is a 
high chance that the animal may 
hide. Though there were no human-
tiger conflicts so far, we are creating 
awareness and taking precaution,” 
said a forest department official. 

Tigers were recently spotted in 
Pine forest, abandoned facility of  the  
Hindustan Photo Films Manufactur-

ing Company, Doddabetta, Sandynal-
la and Marlimund but there were no 
adverse fallouts so far. 

The animals are suspected to have 
been roaming near to  the human 
habitations within the Ooty town 
limits. 

They might have come from the 
nearby Mudumalai Tiger Reserve 
(MTR). As the number of  tigers and 
their movements are increasing, 
wildlife activists demanded the Nilg-
iris forest division officials to step up 
their vigil. 

C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1

FOR those under monthly billing, se-
curity deposit would be two times the 
monthly average of  electricity charg-
es for 12 months prior to April. For 
consumers under bi-monthly billing, 

it would be three times the monthly 
average of  electricity charges for 
preceding 12 months. If  the consum-
er promptly pays their bill, their se-
curity deposit for the year will be 
carried over to the next year, with 
Tangedco only collecting the differ-

ence for that particular year based 
on their average monthly bills for the 
preceding 12 months. “As per the 
rule, we have to revise the security 
deposit for 2024-25. But, due to the 
model code of  conduct, we cannot 
initiate it,” official said.


