
09 HYDERABAD THURSDAY 07�12�2023

 LR:  Light Rain  HR:  Heavy Rain  
 TDS: Thundershower  LC:  Light Cloud  SNY:  Sunny

GLOBAL
WEATHER

Beijing 8 -5 SNY
Colombo 31 25 LC
Dhaka 22 21 LR
Dubai 28 21 SNY
Houston 20 11 SNY
Istanbul 12 9 SNY
London 8 6 LR

Los Angeles 21 10 LC
Melbourne 32 19 HR
Moscow 13 17 HR
New York 4 -1 LC
Singapore 31 25 SNY
Toronto 5 1 LC
Washington 8 1 SNY

SIX
killed in shooting in the US city  
of Austin in Texas on Wednesday

ISRAELI FORCES ENCIRCLE GAZA’S  KEY CITY IN SOUTH 
GAZA STRIP 

ISRAELI forces were encircling 
southern Gaza’s main city on 
Wednesday, battling Hamas 
militants through streets and 
buildings in some of  the most 
intense combat of  the two-
month war.

The focus of  the conflict has 
shifted into the besieged terri-
tory’s south following fierce 
fighting and bombardment that 
reduced much of  the north to 
rubble and forced nearly two 
million people to flee their 
homes. Israeli tanks, armoured 
personnel carriers and bulldoz-
ers were seen on Tuesday near 
southern Gaza’s city of  Khan 
Yunis, forcing already dis-
placed civilians to pack up and 
flee again, witnesses told AFP.

“Our forces are now encir-
cling the Khan Yunis area in 
the southern Gaza Strip,” Isra-
el’s army chief  Herzi Halevi 
said late Tuesday.

“We have secured many Ha-
mas strongholds in the north-
ern Gaza Strip, and now we are 
operating against its strong-
holds in the south.”

The fighting on Tuesday was 
“the most intense day since the 
beginning of  the ground opera-

tion” in late October, the ar-
my’s Southern Command chief  
Major General Yaron Finkel-
man said. Israel declared war 
on Hamas after the militant 
group’s October 7 attacks that 
killed 1,200 people, mostly civil-
ians, according to Israeli au-

thorities, and saw around 240 
hostages taken.

The latest toll from the Ha-
mas-run government media of-
fice said 16,248 people in Gaza, 
most of  them women and chil-
dren, had been killed.

Israel has vowed to destroy 
Hamas and free 138 hostages 
still held after scores were freed 
during a short-lived truce.

Several Hamas commanders 
were killed in an air strike near 
the Indonesia Hospital, the Is-
raeli military said early 
Wednesday on X. Sources in 
Hamas and Islamic Jihad, an-
other Palestinian militant 
group, told AFP their fighters 
were battling Israeli troops ear-
ly Wednesday in a bid to pre-
vent them from breaking into 
Khan Yunis and surrounding 
areas. According to the Hamas-
run government media office, 
dozens of  people were killed 
and injured in heavy strikes on 
areas east of  Khan Yunis. AFP

Smoke rises following an Israeli 
bombardment in the Gaza Strip, 
as seen from southern Israel |  AFP

Putin lands in 
UAE on rare trip
ABU DHABI 

PRESIDENT Vladimir Putin is in the 
United Arab Emirates for a rare visit 
outside the former Soviet Union 
Wednesday, as Russia seeks to reas-
sert itself  on the global stage.

Isolated by the West over the 
Ukraine war, Putin is courting allies 
in West Asia, where he will discuss 
oil, trade and the Israel-Hamas con-
flict. Putin was greeted on the run-
way by UAE officials, Russian televi-
sion showed, before heading to the 
presidential palace under cavalry 
escort.

“Today, thanks to your posture, our 
relations have reached unprecedent-
ed levels,” Putin told UAE President 
Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahy-
an on his arrival, praising high trade 
between the countries. Later today 
Putin is scheduled to travel to Saudi 
Arabia to meet with the kingdom’s de 
facto ruler Crown Prince Moham-
med bin Salman.
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OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER
ELECTRICAL CIRCLE (R&B) 

NIRMAN SOUDHA BHUBANESWAR 
E-mail-seec.bbsr2010@gmail.com

Bid Identification No.S.E.E.C (R&B) 21/2023-24 
No.2573   /Date.3011.2023 

B-1394: The Superintending Engineer, Electrical Circle (R&B) Odisha, 
Bhubaneswar on behalf of the Governor of Odisha invites percentage 
rate bids for E.I. works which are to be received through online bid-
ding, double cover system as detailed in :https://tendersorissa.gov.in. 
The details of bid documents will be available in the above website 
from dt.07.12.2023 at 05.00 P.M. to dt.21.12.2023 up to 05.00 P.M. 
The bidders must possess compatible Digital Signature Certificate of 
Class II or III. Bids received online shall be opened dt.22.12.2023 at 
11.30 A.M. in the Office of the Superintending Engineer, Electrical 
Circle (R&B) Odisha, Bhubaneswar. Further details can be seen from 
the e-procurement portal www.tendersorissa.gov.in. 

Addendum / Corrigendum, if required, will be available  
only in the website.

Sd/-
Superintending Engineer 

Electrical Circle R&B Odisha, BBSROIPR-34006/11/0029/2324


