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AI to disrupt weapons’ flow to Kremlin: UK
PRAGUE

BRITISH spies are already using ar-
tificial intelligence to hamper the 
supply of  weapons to Russia, the 
head of  Britain’s MI6 agency said 
on Wednesday.

In a rare public speech, Richard 
Moore also urged Russians who op-

pose the invasion of  Ukraine to spy 
for Britain, saying others had al-
ready done so since the war began. 
“Our door is always open,” he said.

In a speech that depicted AI as 
both a huge potential asset and a 
major threat, Moore said his staff  at 
Britain’s foreign intelligence agen-
cy “are combining their skills with 

AI and bulk data to identify and dis-
rupt the flow of  weapons to Russia 
Ukraine.” Moore called China the 
“single most important strategic fo-
cus” for his agency and said, “we 
will increasingly be tasked with ob-
taining intelligence on how hostile 
states are using AI in damaging, 
reckless and unethical ways.” AP

Attack at port ruins 
60,000 tons of grain 
KYIV

RUSSIA unleashed intense drone and missile attacks 
overnight on Wednesday, damaging critical port in-
frastructure in southern Ukraine, including grain 
and oil terminals, and wounding at least 12 people.

The bombardment crippled significant parts of  ex-
port facilities in Odesa and nearby Chornomorsk and 
destroyed 60,000 tons of  grain, according to Ukraine’s 
Agriculture Ministry.

The Agriculture Ministry, citing experts, estimated 
it would take a year to restore the damaged facilities. 
The destroyed grain was supposed to have been load-
ed onto a vessel and sent through the grain corridor 
two months ago, the statement said.

“Such attacks by Russian terrorists 
are not only affecting our country but 
also global stability,” Ukrainian Pres-
ident Volodymyr Zelenskyy said. He 
said Ukraine needs more anti-aircraft 
defence systems to protect the port.

Zelenskyy said his government is
trying to find a way to maintain a corri-

dor to keep grain exports flowing despite Russia’s de-
cision to abandon the deal brokered with the UN and 
Turkey.

“The corridor must be secure. In fact, knowing Rus-
sia, it won’t be safe unless the UN starts working very 
clearly and firmly at the level of  the secretary-gener-
al,” he said. Agriculture Minister Mykola Solskyi 
warned that if  Ukraine cannot export food, “the popu-
lation of  the poorest countries will be on the brink of  
survival! The price of  grain will increase, and not all 
countries will be able to afford buying agricultural 
products, which means food prices will significantly 
rise: flour, cereals, meat.” AP

AMID ARREST THREAT, PUTIN 
DECIDES TO SKIP BRICS SUMMIT
Russia will be at the BRICS summit represented by Foreign Min Sergey Lavrov

CAPE TOWN

VLADIMIR Putin has agreed not to 
attend an economic summit in Jo-
hannesburg next month after being 
asked to stay away by host country 
South Africa, which was facing a 
major legal quandary over whether 
to arrest the Russian president on 
an International Criminal Court 
warrant.

The August summit brings togeth-
er Brazil, Russia, India, China and 
South Africa — a bloc of  developing 
economies known as BRICS. 

Putin was formally invited to a 
BRICS summit due to take place in 
Johannesburg between August 22 
and 24, but Pretoria has been under 
heavy domestic and international 
pressure not to host him.

Officials have said that Putin 
wants to attend the gathering but 
have been trying to persuade him to 
stay away to avoid the legal and dip-

lomatic fallout over his internation-
al arrest warrant.

Russia will be represented at the 
BRICS summit by Foreign Minister 
Sergey Lavrov, Ramaphosa’s office 
said in a statement. All the leaders 
of  the other four countries, includ-
ing China’s Xi Jinping, will attend 
the summit. On Wednesday, the of-
fice of  South African President 

Cyril Ramaphosa said Putin will not 
attend the BRICS summit after a 
“mutual agreement,” ending months
of  speculation. South Africa is a sig-
natory to the Rome Statute that es-
tablished the ICC and would have 
been obliged it to arrest him. Al-
though Moscow has dismissed the 
warrant and Russia doesn’t recog-
nise the authority of  the interna-
tional court, Putin has not travelled 
to any country that is a signatory to 
the court’s treaty since he was in-
dicted by the ICC in March for war 
crimes relating to the abduction of  
children from Ukraine.

South African authorities had 
given strong hints that they would 
have likely not executed the arrest 
warrant against Putin, but South 
Africa’s main opposition party has 
taken the government to court in an 
attempt to compel it to arrest the 
Russian leader if  he sets foot on 
South African territory. AP

Vladimir Putin, Russian President

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF DISTRJCT MEDICAL AND
PUBLIC HEALTH OFFICER, KEONJHAR

(ZLLLA SWASTHYA SAMITI (ZSS), KEONJHAR)
Advt. Letter No: 3353 Date: 18.07.2023

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP) FOR “SUPPLY OF ‘MOTHER & CHILD KIT’ AND ‘SAFE DELIVERY KIT’ IN 
KEONJHAR, ODISHA UNDER DISTRICT MINERAL FOUNDATION (DMF), KEONJHAR”

E-269:     A Request For Proposal (RFP) is invited from the reputed and experienced Agencies / Organiza-
tions / Firms for “Request For Proposal (RFP) for “Supply of ‘Mother & Child Kit’ and ‘Safe Delivery Kit’ in 
Keonjhar, Odisha under District Mineral Foundation (DMF), Keonjhar”. The eligibility criteria and detailed 
requirements for said RFP and the formats for submission of proposal are set forth in the RFP document 
which can be downloaded from the district NIC Website ie www.kendujhar.nic.in. Interested bidders fulfill-
ing the eligibility criteria may submit their proposal & documents as set forth in this RFP and submit to the 
undersigned in sealed envelope (s) clearly super scribing “REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP) FOR SUPPLY OF 
‘MOTHER & CHILD KIT’ AND ‘SAFE DELIVERY KIT’ IN KEONJHAR, ODISHA UNDER DISTRICT MINERAL FOUN-
DATION (DMF), KEONJHAR”. Proposal complete in all respect should reach the Office of the ‘Chief District 
Medical & Public Health Officer (CDM&PHO), Keonjhar, DHH, Keonjhar, 758001, Odisha’ by Speed Post 
/ Regd. Post only on or before date 17.08.2023 before 05.00PM. The proposal(s) shall be opened on date 
18.08.2023 at 11.30 AM in NHM Conference Hall, DHH, Keonjhar. Incomplete applications received in an 
open envelop / applications received after the due date will be summarily rejected.
The authority reserves the right to cancel or reject the any of the RFP without assigning any of the reasons 
thereof. No personal query shall be entertained. The decision of the committees shall be treated as final.
OIPR- 10033/11/0019/2324        Sd/- Chief District Medical & Public Health Officer (CDM&PHO), Keonjhar

Department of Water Resources
Superintending Engineer, Minor Irrigation Division Balangir, Balangir

Women's college chhowk, Palace line, Balangir, 767001.
E-Mail: mid_balangir@yahoo.co .in

ODISHA INTEGRATED IRRIGATION PROJECT FOR CLIMATE RESILIENT AGRICULTURE
(WORLD BANK PROJECT ID:P163533)

REQUEST FOR BIDS (RFB) E-Procurement Notice
NATIONAL OPEN COMPETITIVE PROCUREMENT FOR SMALL WORKS

RFB No.: OIlPCRA-W2-BGR-1/2023-24 date: 10.07.2023
Name of the work Civil Construction in Minor Irrigation Projects
Total No of work 12 Nos
Estimate Cost of Work(s) Varies approximately from Rs. 37.35 lakhs to Rs 93.99 lakh (Total 

estimated cost for the 12 Nos of works Rs 700.43 Lakh)
Cost of Bid Document Free of cost
Time for completion Refer to DTCN
Availability of Bid documents From 20.01.2023 at 10.00Hrs to 19.08.2023 up to 15.00 Hrs through 

online
Date of Pre- Bid meeting 26.07.2023 from 11.30 Hrs to 13.00 Hrs
Period for receipt of bid(s) From 20.07.2023 at 10 .00Hrs to 19.08.2023 up to 15.00 Hrs
Payment of Bid cost / Bid security Shall be paid online through the e procumbent portal of govt. of 

Odisha
Date of opening of the bid On Dated 19.08.2023 at 15.30 Hrs
Details about the tender Available in website www.dowrodisha.gov.in and www.tendersodisha.

gov.in
Name/Address of the OIT Superintending Engineer, M.1. Division, Balangir, Women ‘s college 

chhowk, Palace Line , Balangir, Pin 767001.
Sd/- Er. Pramod Ku Palai
Superintending Engineer,

Minor Irrigation Division, Balangir
OIPR- 32063/11/0003/2324

A-313
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